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Approximately 12.000 years ago, the area of land between the é g " p %
Euphrates and Tigris rivers was the site of the most important change in . ” 130 %
the history of mankind. The hunter-gatherer lifestyle of early man was T
beginning to evolve into a more settled, herder-farmer way of life. i
The remains found at Gobekli Tepe show us that life during this period
of change, thousands of years ago, was not the simple, unsophisticated
life that we thought. On the contrary, it seems that the hunter-gatherers gﬁ%
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were living through a magnificent age. S a&
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Gobekli Tepe, a cult centre created by its hunter-gatherer
people, commands a wide-reaching view due to the topographical
characteristics of its location. The site lies at the highest point of the
range of mountains that forms the northern border of the Harran
Plain. Archaeological research models and theories of the Neolithic
Age have been turned upside down by new data from the Gobekli
Tepe site. At a time approaching the change to a herder-farming
life, the monumental architecture and the advanced symbolic world
of these last hunter-gatherer groups demonstrate a completely
unexpected level of culture and civilisation for that time.

Gobekli Tepe is composed of 20 round and oval structures reaching
30 m in diameter. Of these, 6 have been exposed through excavation,
the rest have been mapped using geomagnetic and georadar survey
methods. The results of these excavations and surveys show that
Gobekli Tepe was chosen and created by its people nearly 12.000
years ago as a major meeting centre. The monumental structures
were built for ceremonial purposes, not to provide areas for daily
living. In the centre of these circular structures there were two
T-shaped, free-standing limestone pillars which were roughly 5m
in length. Smaller versions of these pillars were placed around the
inside walls and were directed towards the central pillars. The animal
motifs and various abstract symbols carved on the pillars seem to
point to some kind of a communication system; the symbolic world,
memory and messages of 12.000 years ago.

The impressive monumental findings at Gobekli Tepe reflect a
competent level of stonework, and the rich content of the carved
motifs show that a level of complex thought processing had been
reached. Aside from all these findings, when the quality and quantity
of the structures are considered, it becomes apparent that to achieve
such a construction required an understanding of large dimensions,
monumentality, and numberical density, gained not by random trials
but by systematic repetition. These would have been supported in

the background by skills in organisation and coordination, and a
developed social system.

The monumental structures of Gobekli Tepe were deliberately
buried by the Neolithic people who built them. It almost seems that
the burial was a planned part of the construction right from the
beginning.

Approximately 10.000 years ago, the use of Gobekli Tepe came to
an end. During this time, the last hunter-gatherers were beginning
to change their way of life. By burying the site, they abandoned
their old identities, their important beliefs and their symbolic world
without destroying it. Therefore, this unique place of worship,
this isolated, remote, and peaceful mountain meeting centre, has
survived without damage to the present day.

For nearly 2.000 years, Gobekli Tepe played an important role in
the ritual world and lives of the local people until it was abandoned
by the last hunter-gatherers. From that day until 1995 it lay waiting
to be rediscovered.

The earliest reference to the name Gobekli Tepe appears in a 1980
publication of archaeological research. The site was discovered in
1963 during a surface survey carried out jointly by the Universities
of Istanbul and Chicago. The first details of the settlement were
mentioned in an article on the surface surveys written by Peter
Benedict in 1980. The article contained a short description of
Gobekli Tepe, noting the abundance of flintstones found on its
slopes and the presence of possible burial sites at the top of the two
highest mounds. However, the knowledge at that time regarding the
Neolithic Age meant that Gobekli Tepe was not recognised as a
special site. The first large statues and T-shaped pillars dating from
the same period had been discovered in the Nevali Cori excavation
near Urfa in the 1990s. In 1994, Klaus Schmidt, an archaeologist
who had worked on the Nevali Cori excavation, visited the site
of Gobekli Tepe. Work at the Nevali Cori site was finished, and
the area had been flooded with water from the Atatilirk Dam, so
Klaus Schmidt was looking for a new project amongst the area’s
known Neolithic settlements. Using the experience that he had
gained from the Nevali Cori excavation, Klaus Schmidt was able
to recognise the stones at Gobekli Tepe as the tops of Neolithic
pillars, not burial sites as the previous researchers had thought.
Prof. Dr. Klaus Schmidt, an expert at the Orient Department
of the German Archaeological Institute in Berlin, and professor at
Erlangen University, has been continuously involved in the work at
Gobekli Tepe since 1995.

When the astounding findings first appeared as a result of the
excavation, they very quickly attracted world-wide attention.
According to statistics produced by the excavation team, since 2010,
during the months of September and October, an average of 300
people have visited Gobekli Tepe every day. The excavation has
appeared on the front cover of several international magazines, and
is attracting more and more local and foreign tourists to Sanhurfa.
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Vor etwa 12.000 Jahren vollzog sich im Gebiet zwischen Euphrat und
Tigris eine der wichtigsten Veranderungen der Menschheitsgeschichte.
Von der Lebensweise als Jager und Sammler entwickelten die Menschen
allmahlich ein sesshaftes Leben als Viehzuichter und Ackerbauer.

Spuren aus dieser Ubergangszeit, wie wir sie am Gébekli Tepe
("gebauchter Berg”) finden, zeigen, dass die Jager und Sammler vor
Jahrtausenden keineswegs, wie vielfach angenommen, einen primitiven
und bescheidenen Lebensstil pflegten, sondern vielmehr eine bereits weit
entwickelte Kultur hatten.
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Auf dem hochsten Punkt des Bergzuges, der die Ebene von Har-
ran im Norden begrenzt und aufgrund seiner topographischen Be-
dingungen eine weite Sicht in die Ebene erlaubt, befindet sich der
Gobekli Tepe, eine Kultanlage, die von Jagern und Sammlern. Sie
hat samtliche Theorien, die die Forschung bisher zur Jungsteinzeit
und zu den damaligen Lebensbedingungen entwickelt hat, in Frage
gestellt. Sie beweisen, dass die Menschen am Ubergang vom Dasein
als Jager und Sammler zur sesshaften Landwirtschaft bereits in der
Lage waren, in einer fiir diese Zeit nicht fiir moglich gehaltenen Wei-
se monumentale Bauwerke zu errichten und eine hochentwickelte
Bildersprache zu beherrschen.

Gobekli Tepe besteht aus etwa 20 kreisformigen bzw. ovalen Anla-
gen mit einem Durchmesser von bis zu 30 Metern. Sechs davon sind
bereits ausgegraben, die lbrigen wurden durch geophysikalische
Oberflachen-Untersuchungen gefunden. Die Messungen lassen den
Schluss zu, dass Gobekli Tepe ein vor mehr als 12.000 Jahren von
Menschen ausgewahlter und geschaffener groBer Versammlungsort
war, der nicht zu Wohnzwecken errichtet wurde, sondern rituelle
Monumente beherbergte.

Im Zentrum der erwahnten kreisférmigen Anlagen befinden sich
jeweils zwei bis zu 5 Meter hohe monolithische Kalkstein-Pfeiler in
T-Form. An den Innenwédnden stehen nicht ganz so hohe Monolithen
in derselben Form um die beiden zentralen Pfeiler herum. Die Mono-
lithen sind mit Tierreliefs oder abstrakten Piktogrammen verziert.
Man glaubt, dass es sich hierbei um damals allgemein verstandliche
Symbole handelt, um Botschaften aus der Symbol- und Erlebniswelt
von vor 12.000 Jahren.

Die beeindruckenden monumentalen Funde des Gobekli Tepe
beweisen eine weit entwickelte Beherrschung der Steinmetzkunst,
wahrend die Tierreliefs und abstrakten Motive auf eine bereits
durchaus komplexe und reiche Vorstellungswelt schlieBen lassen.
Dariiber hinaus geben Qualitdt und Anzahl, GréBe und Monumen-

talitdt der hinterlassenen Werke Hinweise auf ein soziales Gesell-
schaftsgefiige, das in der Lage war, komplizierte Prozesse zu organi-
sieren und zu koordinieren. Die Kultanlagen auf dem Gobekli Tepe
sind von den Menschen der Jungsteinzeit selbst bewusst zugeschuit-
tet worden. Man erhalt den Eindruck, als sei das Zufiillen der Anla-
gen von Beginn an ein geplanter Teil des Ritus gewesen.

Seit etwa 10.000 Jahren wird die Kultstdtte Gobekli Tepe nicht
mehr genutzt. Die Menschen, die in dieser Zeit mit der Umstellung
ihrer Lebensweise begonnen hatten, lieBen ihre Identitdt als Jager
und Sammler hinter sich und verlieBen die Symbol- und Glaubenswelt
ihrer Vorfahren, ohne diese zu zerstéren. So kam es, dass der.

Versammlungsort der letzten Jager, dieser unvergleichliche Tem-
pelberg, still und unbemerkt bis zum heutigen Tag erhalten blieb.
Gobekli Tepe, der Platz, der tiber etwa 2.000 Jahre fiir die rituelle
Vorstellungswelt der Menschen dieser Region eine so wichtige Rolle
gespielt hatte, hat seit seiner Aufgabe bis 1995 auf seine Wiederent-
deckung warten muissen.

In der archdologischen Literatur trifft man 1980 erstmalig auf den
Namen Go6bekli Tepe. Als jungsteinzeitliche Siedlung V 52 erscheint
sie in einem Artikel von Peter Benedict, der eine bereits 1963 ge-
meinsam von den Universitdten Istanbul und Chicago durchgefiihrte
Feldforschung auswertete. In der kurzen Notiz zum Goébekli Tepe
wird ein mit Feuersteinen bedeckter Hiigeloberflache erwahnt,
wahrend auf den beiden héchsten Gipfeln mehrere Grabstatten an-
zutreffen seien. Im Lichte der damals bekannten Fakten (iber die
Jungsteinzeit reichten diese Angaben jedoch nicht aus, um die tiber-
ragende Bedeutung des Gobekli Tepe zu erkennen. Die ersten
groBen Statuen aus dieser Ara, ebenfalls Pfeiler in T-Form, wurden in
den 90er Jahren bei Ausgrabungen in Nevali Cori bei Urfa entdeckt.
Nachdem 1991 die Grabungen in Nevali Cori abgeschlossen und
die Statte von den Wassern des Atatilirk-Staudamms tiberflutet war,
kam Klaus Schmidt, der bei jeder Grabungsphase als Archaologe
dabeigewesen war, auf der Suche nach einem neuen Projekt aus der
Jungsteinzeit in der Region auch am Gobekli Tepe vorbei. Sensi-
bilisiert durch seine Erfahrungen in Nevali Cori erkannte er, dass es
sich bei den behauenen Steinen, deren obere Teile offenlagen, nicht
um neuzeitliche Grabstatten handelte, wie die Feldforscher 1963 an-
genommen hatten, sondern um Pfeiler aus der neolithischen Ara.
Seit 1995 leitet Prof. Dr. Klaus Schmidt, Spezialist fiir Prahisto-
rische Archdologie an der Orient-Abteilung des Deutschen Archaolo-
gischen Instituts in Berlin und Professor an der Universitat Erlangen,
ohne Unterbrechung die Grabungen am Gobekli Tepe.

Die beeindruckenden Funde, die bei den Grabungen zutage kamen,
erregten innerhalb kurzer Zeit weltweit groBes Interesse. Nach den
Statistiken, die das Grabungsteam fiihrt, haben 2010 in den Monat-
en September und Oktober téglich etwa 300 Touristen die Stétte
besucht. Die Ausgrabungen am Gobekli Tepe sind bereits in zahl-
reichen internationalen Magazinen als Titelgeschichte erschienen
und locken zunehmend mehr tiirkische und auslandische Besucher
nach Sanhurfa.
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Yaklasik 12.000 yil 6nce, Firat ve Dicle nehirleri arasinda

kalan bolgede, insanlik tarihinin en énemli degisimlerinden biri
yasanmaktaydi. Insanoglu avci-toplayici bir yasam tarzindan, yerlesik
hayata, ciftci-tretici dlizene gegmek lzereydi. Binlerce yil éncesinin
avcl toplayicilarinin bu gegis doneminde, sandigimiz gibi miitevazi
ve basit bir yagam tarziyla yetinmemis olduklarini, aksine, gorkemli n“N‘iﬁ“ aeayn:
bir evre yasadiklarini, Gobekli Tepe’'de bize biraktiklar izlerde

gorebiliyoruz.
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Harran Ovasini kuzeyde sinirlayan dag silsilesinin en yiiksek
noktasinda yer alan, topografik 6zellikleri ile genis goriis mesafelerine
hakim bir konumda bulunan Gobekli Tepe, avci toplayici insanlarin
yarattigi bir kiilt merkezidir. Arkeolojik arastirma tarihinde neolitik
dénem icin distnllen modelleri, teorileri alt st eden verileri
glinimiize ulastirmaktadir. Uretime gegis asamasina yakin olan son
avcl gruplarin anitsal mimarilerini ve geliskin sembolik dinyalarini,
bu dénem igin beklenmedik bir duzeye ulasmis bir kultirl bize
iletmektedir.

Gobekli Tepe, capi 30 metreye ulasan yuvarlak ve oval planli, sayisi
20'yi bulan yapilardan olusur. Bunlardan 6 tanesi kazi sirasinda ortaya
cikariimig, digerleri jeomanyetik ve georadar yontemleriyle yapilan
toprakiistii 6lciimler sonucunda belirlenmistir. Bu 6lciimlerle elde
edilen sonuglar Gobekli Tepe'nin neredeyse 12.000 yil 6ncesinde
insanodlu tarafindan segilen ve yaratilan biiyiik bir bulusma merkezi
oldugunu, giinliik yasama y6nelik mekanlarla degil, térensel amacli
insa edilmis, anitsal yapilarla kapli oldugu gorisiini desteklemistir.

Yuvarlak planli s6z konusu yapilarin merkezinde, iki tane serbest
duran boyu 5 metreyi bulabilen kirectasindan sekillendirilmis T
bicimli dikilitaglar bulunmaktadir. Ayni formda ama daha kiglik
boyutlu dikilitaglar ise yapi duvarlarinin i¢c ceperlerine merkez
iki dikilitaga yonlendirilmis olarak yerlestiriimigtir. Dikilitaglarin
lzerlerinde kabartma tekniginde yapilan hayvan motifleri ve gesitli
soyut semboller bir tiir haberlesme sisteminin kalintilarini, 12.000
yll 6ncesinin sembolik diinyasini, hafizasini, mesajlarini bugiine
ulastiran bulgulardir.

Gobekli Tepe'nin etkileyici anitsal buluntulan yetkin bir tas
isciligini yansitmakta, tas Uzerinde kabartma teknigiyle yapilarak
aktarilan motiflerin icerik zenginligi ise karmasik bir diisiinsel diizeye
ulagildigini gostermektedir. Tim bu bulgularin yaninda, eserlerin
nitelik ve nicelikleri gézlemlendiginde, raslantisal degdil diizenli bir
tekrarlama seklinde saptanabilen biyiik boyutluluk, anitsallik ve

sayisal yogunluk, arka planda olmasi gereken geliskin sosyal diizenin,
organizasyon ve koordinasyon kabiliyetinin ipuglarini vermektedir.

Gobekli Tepe'nin anitsal yapilari, onu yapan neolitik donem
insanlar tarafindan bilingli olarak doldurulmustur. Doldurulma islemi
yap! calismalarinin bir pargasi olarak en bastan planlanmis oldugu
izlenimini vermektedir.

Gunumuzden 6nce 10.000 yillan civarinda Gobekli Tepe'nin
kullanimi sona ermistir. Bu donemde hayat tarzlarini da degistirmeye
baslayan son avcilar, eski kimliklerini, avcl toplayici yasamlarinda
onlar icin 6nemli olan inaniglarini, sembol diinyalarini tahrip etmeden
terketmislerdir. Bu nedenle son avcilarin bulusma merkezi olan
bu essiz tapinaklar dadi, i1ssiz, irak, sessiz dogal ortamda, tahrip
edilmeden giiniimiize kadar ulasabilmistir.

Yaklasik 2.000 yil boyunca bdlge insaninin yasaminda, rituel
dinyasinda 6nemli bir rol oynayan Gobekli Tepe, son avcl ve
toplayicilar tarafindan terk edildigi giinden 1995 yilina kadar tekrar
kesfedilmeyi beklemistir.

Gobekli Tepe adina arkeolojik arastirmalarda ilk kez 1980 yilinda
yapilan bir yayinda rastlanir. 1963 yilinda Istanbul ve Chicago
Universitelerinin ortaklasa yaptigi bir yiizey arastirmasinda, Gobekli
Tepe, V 52 adiyla neolitik yerlesme olarak saptanmis ve yiizey
arastirmasi ile ilgili 1980 yilinda yapilan yayinda Peter Benedict
tarafindan yazilan makalede yerlesme ile ilgili ilk bilgiler verilmistir.
Bu makalede yer alan kisa tanimda Gobekli Tepe'nin yamaglarinin
cakmaktaslariyla dolu oldugu ve en yiiksek iki tepecigin Ustinin
gomitliklerle kaph oldugu yazilidir. Ancak bu arastirmanin yapildigi
yillarda neolitik ddnem hakkinda bilinenler, Gébekli Tepe'nin 6zel
bir yer olarak anlasiimasina olanak vermemistir. Bu déneme ait
buyuk boyutlu heykeller, T-bigimli dikilitaslar ilk kez 90’ yillarda Urfa
yakinlarinda bulunan Nevali Cori kazisinda bulunmustur. 1994 yilinda
Klaus Schmidt ekip Uyesi arkeolog olarak her kampanyasina katildig
Nevali Cori kazilarinin tamamlanmasi ve bu yerlesim yerinin Atatiirk
Barajl sulari altinda kalmasi sonrasinda, yeni bir proje planlama
dustincesiyle, bolgede bilinen diger neolitik yerlesmeleri ve bu
cercevede Gobekli Tepe'yi ziyaret etmistir. Nevali Cori kazilarinin
verdigi tecriibe, Klaus Schmidt’e, 1963 yilinda Gobekli Tepe'de
arastirmacilarin gémiitliik olarak tanimladiklan taglarin, tst kisimlari
goriinen neolitik donem dikilitaslari oldugunu farketme olanagdi
vermistir. Berlin Alman Arkeoloji Enstitlisi Orient bolimi uzmani
ve Erlangen Universitesi dgretim liyesi Prof.Dr. Klaus Schmidt
1995 yilindan beri araliksiz olarak Gébekli Tepe kaz galismalarini
yuritmektedir.

Yapilan kazi calismalan ile ilk kez ortaya cikartilan etkileyici
buluntular kisa siirede diinya capinda ilgi gekmeye baslamistir.
Kazi ekibi tarafindan yapilan istatistiklere gére Eyliil-Ekim aylarinda
2010 yili itibari ile glinde ortalama 300 kisi Gobekli Tepe'yi ziyaret
etmistir. Uluslararasi bircok dergide kapak konusu olarak yer alan
kazi calismalari, Sanhurfa’ya her gecen giin artan sayida yerli ve
yabanai turisti gekmektedir.



